
LYON TOHOKU teaming for the future. Feb.8th, 2007 
 
Dear President, his Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues, dear friends, 
 
 
INSA de Lyon celebrates this year its 50th anniversary. 

An anniversary is certainly a date to assess the situation but it must be a date to set up new 

goals as well. 

50 years ago, as Rector Capelle founded INSA de Lyon, he adopted a prospective vision 

because his aim was already to anticipate the best profile of future engineers, by giving them 

the ability to understand and to forecast the evolution of Sciences & technologies. 

To do so, values such as entrepreneurship, international and humanism have been the key 

values over these last 50 years and they will remain for the next decades. 

Instead of “big is beautiful”, I personally would rather say “human is beautiful”. Within a 

very competitive and extremely fast world, the human value must be preserved and valorised 

if we want to keep serving the society. 

An anniversary must be a date to gather friends and partners because a success never comes 

alone. 

We all have worked very hard to lift our respective institution to the best level, coping with 

internal and external constraints, with national and international requirements within a very 

complex and ever-evolving context. 

Today celebration is for INSA Lyon not only the first event in the 50th anniversary agenda but 

it is undoubtedly one of the most important for us. It gathers in fact at the same time our 

friends and partners, within an international frame; it enhances our common work and success 

and allows us to envision and better prepare the coming decades. 

This is why I’m very pleased to say: MINASAMA YOKOSO / WELCOME TO ALL OF 

YOU. 

The first link between University of Tohoku and INSA de Lyon has been established 15 years 

ago as Prof. PF. Gobin  and Prof. Junji TANI met for the first time. In fact, personal link is a 

necessary basis for such a long term collaboration. The organization of the first Japan-France 

Seminar on Intelligent Materials and Structures in 1997, supported by CNRS, has been the 

first joint project achieved. 

Since then, 7 seminars have been organized, alternatively in France and in Japan. The last one 

took place in Nice, France, last June. 



From 2003 till 2006, an IRCP (International Research Cooperation Program) has been carried 

out. All over these years, joint research has been very active, leading to more than 20 common 

publications. We eventually signed a Memorandum of Understanding at the University level 

in 2004. Moreover, we opened the same year our respective liaison office whose aim is to 

provide information, to stimulate promotion of the joint research projects, to assist visitors to 

each university, to facilitate student participation in education programs and to promote 

industry-university cooperation. 

More recently, we signed a double-degree agreement, to give our respective students the 

opportunity to obtain the Master degree of University of Tohoku and the Diplôme d’Ingénieur 

INSA de Lyon. This implementation really expresses a logical milestone in the same way. 

Last November, we joined our efforts to organize the 3rd joint forum for dialogue with 

industries whose purpose is to link more efficiently our institutions with industries. 

In other words, we develop a continuous collaboration that intends to reach the ideal triptych: 

education, research, industry. I am personally convinced that our partnership with University 

of Tohoku is a model in a sense that it allows us to share not only our common background 

but our vision for the future of Sciences & Technologies, thanks to a large number of 

diversified activities and I expect these two-day event to highlight more potential fields of 

cooperation and to be a solid basis for the success of the second part of this joint anniversary 

that will be held next December in Tokyo. Again, this joint anniversary, more than a 

celebration, is a working session that should contribute to take strategic decisions for the 

future. Among them, I would like to unveil another ambitious project: the creation of a 

common laboratory. 

Beyond the university level, the city of Lyon as well as the Région Rhône-Alpes have now 

links and partnership with Japan. Consequently, it appeared relevant to associate the local and 

regional authorities in this event and I would like to thank Mr Collomb, Mayor of the City of 

Lyon and Mr Queyranne, President of Region Rhône-Alpes for inviting us today. . The venue 

of this event at Hôtel de Ville now and at the Hôtel de Région later on this evening 

definitively give a special dimension that underlines our common concern towards Japan. 

On a national level, there is more to state. The Japanese Culture Center in Paris celebrates this 

year its 10th anniversary. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has recently met President Chirac and 

among others, the question of the 150th anniversary of French-Japanese diplomatic relations in 

2008 has been raised. Under this frame, many events will be held. The same year, Japan will 

preside the G8 and France will be leading the European Union (2nd Semester).  

Needless to say, this will have a major impact on exchanges between the two countries. 



I am personally convinced Japan is already playing a major role in the world geopolitics and 

more precisely in Asia. The world economy is subject to evolve, with an overwhelming 

competition in all areas. The panorama of the higher education system shows a strong 

competition and implies a very sharp knowledge of the global and local environment. 

“Research”,”international”, are key criteria for evaluation and strategic alliances are essential. 

This is why it is also our duties to invite you today, to gather experts, to identify trends and 

major issues, to forecast appropriate solutions, in order to improve our mutual understanding 

to even enlarge fields of cooperation between our respective institutions, including local and 

regional authorities, the French “pôles de compétitivité” and the Japanese industrial clusters 

for a future and better world. 

Our future still remains at the top level of education and research , always seeking for 

excellence, fulfilling social and society requirements, for a sustainable and equitable 

development. 

More than two centuries ago, someone said: “After bread, education”. I would personally add 

that Education and Research are the great hope for the survival of humankind and for the 

forward progress of civilization. 

Therefore, we wish for ever “Lyon-Tohoku, teaming for the future”. 

 

 

Prof. Alain Storck 

Director INSA Lyon 


